Barnyard Encounters™

Kids Horsin’ Around, Inc.
www.kidshorsinaround.com

Kids Horsin” Around ©2010




Welcome to Kids Horsin’ Around

Barnyard Encounters™!
We hope you enjoy your day with us!

Here’s a few of the many fun activities we have planned for you today:
Station 1

Hands-on Petting Zoo -You'll learn about pot belly pigs, fainting goats and mini donkeys. If
we’re lucky, the chicken lady will make a special appearance and share fabulous chicken tales
and chicks with us. You’ll have an opportunity to meet all the animals in our petting zoo.

Station 2

Hands-on Horse -You’ll learn how to measure a horse for weight and height; and how to
predict a horse’s age by looking at their teeth.

You’ll also learn how to groom a horse and have the opportunity to try your hand at grooming.
Station 3

Academics — Varies: test your knowledge and/or stretch your learning; examples -learn about
our wild horses and burros and write a letter to President Obama asking him to tell the BLM to
leave the mustangs in the wild to free roam. Complete a crossword puzzle to test your
knowledge of all you’ve learned while here.

Station 4

Arts and Crafts — Varies: some examples - Color and cut out a “stand-up horse and rider”;
coloring pages; (painted ceramics; photo & frames — additional cost)
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During lunch we’ll show you some riding and training we do with the horses here at Kids
Horsin’ Around.



History of Kids Horsin’ Around

It all started with two horses —a 20 year old bay
Mustang mare named Star and her long time friend
and stable mate, a 22 year old grey thoroughbred
gelding named Connor.

Then came Max; Flash & Zim followed — then Emmy
Sugar. With all those mouths to feed, the horses soon
started to work, teaching children how to ride. As the
riding program expanded, more horses joined the
family: Jack, Tommy Boy, Sioux.

More horses and more children in the riding school —
and we expanded to parties and camps. From there, it
was an easy jump into goats, chickens, pot bellied pigs
and miniature donkeys!

One Big Family

All our animals are members of the family — we do not
consider ourselves “owners” of these wonderful
critters — we are their caretakers here on earth. All our
animals are loved and have a home with us for life!

Grey horses are born black or dark brown and gradually
turn white as they grow older. There are three grey
horses living here. Can you pick them out? Saphira, an
Arabian mare, is the youngest at just 4 years old.
Compare her coat color to the other two older grey
thoroughbred geldings, Connor (30+ yrs) and Tommy
Boy (16 yrs)




Station 1 - Petting Zoo

Miniature Donkeys
Equus asinus

Miniature donkeys are native to the Mediterranean islands of
Sicily and Sardinia. It is difficult to import them now because
the quality of donkeys in their native lands is not good, plus
United States Department of Agriculture is very strict. The
Miniature Mediterranean Donkey has lived in its native land for
thousands of years where they were used as transport, draft
and to power the grind wheel and transport water. Sadly, the
donkeys are all but extinct on their native islands. All our
miniature donkeys in the Unites States are descendents from an
original group of 25 — 30 brought into this country in the 1920’s
by Mr. Robert Green, a stockbroker in New York.

"They are used for pets, companions, draft,
nd for children to ride. Some of the donkeys
B Jare even used for dairy as donkey milk is

"\ Jbelieved to contain medicinal properties.

& The word “miniature” usually means the
“animals have been bred-down to smaller
sizes; not so with the miniature donkey — they are simply
smaller sized donkeys!

Our two miniature donkeys are our newest members here!

1 Calico is a “spotted” or pinto donkey; she is a 7 year old
jennet. Donkeys do not breed true to color; Calico could
have babies of any color — there is no way to predict what
could babies she might have.

1 Beauis a5 year old gray-dun gelding.

Donkeys belong to the same family as the horse — Equus and since
1980, miniature Donkeys have been recognized as a breed, (animals
who have a multi-generation pedigree and who pass on their unique
breed traits to their babies)

Can you see two distinguishing traits that separate donkeys from
horses?

Mr. Green, who brought the
donkeys to the US, is quoted as
saying, "Miniature Donkeys
possess the affectionate nature
of a Newfoundland, the
resignation of a cow, the
durability of a mule, the courage
of a tiger, and the intellectual
capability only slightly inferior to
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mans.



Pot Bellied Pigs
Sus scrofa domestica

Originating in Vietnam, the potbelly pig is a breed of domestic
pig that has been around for centuries. It is thought that these
pigs were kept as household pets both in China and Vietnam
long before dogs became pets!

During the 1990’s, the pot belly pig became increasingly
common as household pets. Their loving temperaments and
ability to bond well with humans made them popular. They are
highly intelligent and can be trained to use a litter box and also
to walk on a leash.

However, they don’t reach full size for 3 to 5 years, and many
people found that what was once a cute little cuddly piglet
grows into a big pushy pig! Pot belly pig rescues are now very
common.

Like so many other animals, without proper training, they can
become aggressive and very destructive as they mature.

They can also become very fat so you need to watch their diet!
Our two pot belly pigs are...

9 Wilbur, a black 3 year old neutered male.
9 Charlie, a 9 month old black and white neutered male.

Notice the difference in size and personality.
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Smaller than the American or European pig that
weighs around 1000 Ibs., the pot belly pig
can weigh from 60 to 300 Ibs, but averages
from 150 to 200 Ibs., and 16 to 26 inches
tall.

The Pigs are distinguishable by their smaller size,
upright ears, straight tail, sway back and of
course their rounded pot belly!

First imported into North America in 1986, it was not
too long before these new and exotic pets
were selling for prices as high as $20,000!

Pigs with fat rolls over their eyes or a belly that
touches the ground are overweight.

These pigs can be very manipulative and true to their nature, are always on the lookout for food!
Don’t leave a pot belly pig along in your home with nothing to do because it will become extremely

destructive and can develop behavioral problems as well as anxiety disorders.
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They have very long memory and can harbor a grudge if you ever treat them poorly!
You cannot keep a pig small by under feeding them! That is just wrong and cruel!

Un-neutered male pigs are called Boars, neutered males are Barrows and female pigs are called

Pigs lived to be 12 to 15 years old.

Gilts, unless they have babies, then they are called Sows.

Pigs root for food by pushing with their strong snout; they up-turn bugs, worms and acorns to eat.
No garbage can is safe from a marauding pig!

George Clooney had a pot belly pig named Max who died in December 2006



Chickens
Gallus domesticus

A chicken is a bird. Two of the features that differentiate it from
most other birds are that it has a comb and two wattles.

There are approximately 175 varieties of chickens grouped into
12 classes and approximately 60
breeds. All descendents of the Red
Jungle Fowl of Southeast Asia where it
still exists today in the wild.

There are two breeds of chickens that we
keep here:

The Plymouth Rock, often called Barred
Rocks, which is really a name of the most popular color of the
Plymouth Rock. Generally, Barred Rocks are large, long-lived
chickens; friendly and docile. They lay large brown eggs.

The other kind of chicken we have running around free, is the
Ameraucanas. It is a large bird that lays blue or bluish green eggs and
is often referred to as the “Easter Egg Chicken”

All chickens lay eggs in a series - never more than one per day. If

the eggs are not collected, and a sufficient number of eggs are

allowed to remain in the nest, the hen may stop laying eggs and

start brooding. When the hen leaves the nest after laying an

egg, it cools which suspends the development of the embryo inside. If the ambient temperature remains
between 45F and 65F, the embryos will remain viable for as long as two weeks. When the hen becomes
broody and sits on her eggs for three weeks, all of the eggs will hatch at about the same time. This is why it is
important for the hen to leave the nest after laying.

When we remove the eggs, the hen supposes: "There are not yet enough," and continues to lay. The hens of
some breeds will get broody anyway after some time. This condition can be cured by placing the henin a
"broody pen". This is a small cage, hung in the hen house. The cooling of the bottom, the swinging
movements, and the lack of eggs to sit on are said to cure this condition. The broodiness trait has been
removed from most commercial laying breeds through selection. The modern laying hen has delegated her
responsibility of hatching, raising, and educating chicks to humans. In nature, the poor creatures would soon
become extinct.

The Story Behind the Hen's Cackle

Wild chickens are forest anals. They live in small groups called flocks. They scratch in the dirt and forage for
things to eat. While one hen sits on the nest to lay, the group may wander away through the undergrowth
searching for food. The hen's cackle serves to renew the caitathe group as if to yell "where are you?".

The cock (with the other hens) answers "here we are!".



Rabbits
Oryctolagus cuniculus

Rabbits are prey animals and therefore are alert, timid creatures that easily startle. They have fragile bones,
especially in their backs and require support on the belly and bottom when picked up.

What's the difference between a rabbit and a hare?

Rabbits are clearly distinguished from hares in that rabbits are altricial, having young that are born blind and
hairless. In contrast, hares are generally born with hair and are able to see (precocial). All rabbits except the
cottontail rabbit live underground in burrows or warrens, while hares live in simple nests above the ground (as
does the cottontail rabbit), and usually do not live in groups. Hares are generally larger than rabbits, with
longer ears, and have black markings on their fur. Hares have not been domesticated, while European rabbits
are often kept as house pets. In gardens, they are typically kept in hutches — small, wooden, house-like boxes
— that protect the rabbits from the environment and predators.

We have four domestic rabbits here
Oreo — a large black and white female (neutered). She was the first bunny
we got. Cyclops and Brownie’s mom.

Buck ¢ a male rabbit

Doe ¢ a female rabbit

Cyclops — a sort of long haired, sort of brownish and white spotted female; Kittens C young rabbits
she’s Oreo’s daughter. She never opened one eye when she was a baby
and now she is blind in that eye. Altricial C having babies that

are born blind and hairless.
Houston — a neutered male; very small, black & white, almost a “lion head

rabbit”; he’s Cyclops and Brownie’s dad. Precocial G having babies born

with hair and are able to see.
Brownie — another one of Houston and Oreo’s daughters. She got out and

. . . . Prey Animals ¢ animals that
ran with the wild cotton tails for a few weeks before we finally caught her! / «

often get eaten by other
animals as food!

What's the Binky?

The happiest rabbit expression is commonly called a "binky." It's impossible
to mistake for anything else, and the first time you see one you will
probably wonder if the poor thing is having a convulsion. When a rabbit
binkies, it jumps into the air and twists its head and body in opposite
directions (sometimes twice) before falling back to the ground. This can be
done while standing in one place, or while running, which is really weird
looking, and is sometimes called the "happy bunny dance." A rabbit can
even turn 180° in midair. All this is a rabbit's way of telling you straight out

~

il donodt see muc
said Rabbit.

fiIN0,0 said Pooh humblyfjthere

that it is happy and overall pleased with you and its life. Some rabbits :Nﬁ 2 2 t I b E lgj ; n t Ih te r
binky a lot and some hardly at all, even if they are being treated well. something happened to it along
Everyone has their own temperament. the way. o

Watch bits.... ight them do a “binky”!!! -
atch our rabbits....you might see them do a “binky Winnie the Pooh



Think About It.....

I How are all chickens the same? What makes them different?

1 You are walking in the woods and you find a nest of baby bunnies; they have their eyes open and they
are completely covered with fur. Did you stumble upon baby rabbits or hares, and how do you know?

9 Thereis a boy in your classroom who claims his dad was the first one to breed miniature donkeys; is it
possible and why or why not?




Goats
Capra hircus

Goats range in size and coloration based on breed. The goats here are Nubian
and Fainting.

Nubian goats

The Anglo-Nubian, or simplyNubian in the United States, is a breed of
domesticgoat

The breed was developed@reat Britainof native milking stock and goats
from the Middle East and North Africa. Its distinguishing characteristics
include large pendulous earsand a'Roman™ nose. Due to theiMiddle-
Easterrheritage, AngleNubians caniVe in very hot climates and have a
longer breeding season than other dairy goats. Consideiedyar duat
purpose breed, Angiblubians are known for the high butterfat content of
their milk, although on averagiey produce lessiilk than other dairy
breeds.

Anglo-Nubians are large, with does weighing at least 13%ial 175 Ib.

for bucks. The minimum height of the breed, measured at the withers, is 30 '

inches for does and 35 inches for budkke mostdairy goatsthey are
normally kept hornless byisbuddingwithin approximately two weeks of
birth.

Fainting Goats

Do fainting goats really faint? A fainting goat is a breed of domestic goat whose
muscles freeze for roughly 10 seconds when the goat is startled. Though painless,
this generally results in the animal collapsing on its side. The goat is completely
conscious and awake during the entire time. The characteristic is caused by a
hereditary genetic disorder called myotonia congenita. When startled, younger
goats will stiffen and fall over. Older goats learn to spread their legs or lean
against something when startled, and often they continue to run about in an
awkward, stiff-legged shuffle.

This breed has several names- the most common are Myotonic,
Tennessee Fainting, Nervous, and Scare goats

The breed's recorded history reaches back to the 1880's, when a migrant
worker named John Tinsley brought four of them to Tennessee. Not
much is known about Tinsley, though he is reported to have come from
Nova Scotia. The breed soon became popular throughout the region,
thanks to three major factors: 1) they were less prone to climbing (and
therefore escape), 2) they had more muscle than their non-fainting
relatives (and thus would make a better dinner), and 3) high
reproductive rates (typically two or more to a litter).

Myotonia Congenital - is a
genetic, neuromuscular
disease that affects muscle
movement. [t causes delayed
relaxation of the muscles
(myotonia) and rigidity. It
affects people as well as
animals!

Disbudding ¢ removing the
horns of goats.

Doe or nanny C female goat
Buck or Billy ¢ male goat
Wether ¢ neutered male goat

Kid ¢ baby goat

Nubian Goat



How are you doing so far? Before we go to the horses, see if
you can remember all the Barnyard Encountered animals’
names...

Name our Critters

Kids Horsin' Around, Inc.

1
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EclipseCrossword.com

Across

5. Black Nubian goat

6. Spotted Mini donkey

10.  Grey-Dun mini donkey

11.  Black and white Pot Belly Pig
12.  Daddy bunny

Down

Our handicapped chicken, a mixed Ameraucanas
Brown bunny

Black Pot Belly Pig

White Fainting Goat

Bunny with one blind eye

= A

Black Nubian goat with white blazes on face and
sides

9. Black and white mommy bunny




Station 2 - The Horse

Horses
Equus Callabus

Horse Weight Prediction Equation

'~
¥
l

n I\

(Heart girth x Heart girth x Body length)= Wt (Ibs)
330

As shown in the figure, heart girth is a measure of the circumference, taken by running the tape measure all
the way around the horse, using the highest part of the withers. Body length is measured from the point of the
shoulder straight back along the horse's side, and to the point of the buttock. The rearview figure shows that
the tape should go around the corner of the hip and to the actual point of the buttock, which is essentially half
the distance from the corner to the tail. Two persons will be needed in taking body length measurements.

To Do:

First, guess how much one of our horses weighs, then estimate the weight of one of the horses using the
formula above.

Hor seds Guesstimate of Weight| Hearth girth (inches) Body Length (inches)
( inches)( inches)( inches)
330

Think aboutit.? K& R2 @2dz GKAY]l AGQa AYLERNII Yy

Horse Height Measurement

Horses are measured in “hands”. A hand is four inches. Guess how many hands the horse is; then use the
measuring stick to get an accurate measurement.

Horse’s Name Guesstimate of Height in Hands (hh) Measurement of Height (hh)

Less than 14.2 hh is considered a pony.
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- 10 Years

15 Years 20 Years

Horses cannot breathe
through their mouths
Horses are herbivores
Most horses live between
25 — 30 years; the oldest
horse on record lived to
be 64 years old (a barge
horse in England)

Eohippus

How can you tell a Horse’s Age by their Teeth?

The Galvayne's Groove - The Basics

The Galvayne's groove is a dark or brownish groove in a
horse's upper corner incisor teeth. If present, it should be
present on each side of a horse's mouth.

In general, the Galvayne's groove:

1 First appears at the gum line in horses about 10 years
of age. Each year, the groove will extend a little farther down
the tooth.

1 Itis expected to be about halfway down the tooth at 15
years of age, and all the way down (visible from top to
bottom) at 20 years of age.

1 After 20 years of age, the Galvayne's groove begins to
disappear from the tooth, starting at the top. By
approximately 25 years of age the Galvayne's groove will be
gone from the top half of the tooth, but still visible on the
bottom half.

1 By thetime a horse is 30, it is expected to be gone
completely.

Look at two horse’s teeth. Can you tell which horse is the
oldest horse?

Prehistoric Horses

Scientists believe that the
first known ancestor of the
horse lived about 50 million
years ago. This prehistoric
horse is called Eohippus and
had four padded toes on the
front legs and three padded
toes on the back legs. Eo
means "dawn" and hippus
means "horse," so Eohippus
is "dawn horse."
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Basic Horse Anatomy
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Parts of the Horse
(Notice the Parts that Correspond to our Body Parts)

A horse's splint bones are thought to be remnants of toes from prehistoric horses. The splint bones are small bones
(about the size of a pencil at the top and tapering down to be much smaller) found on each side of the cannon bone.

Follow along as an instructor goes over the major parts of the horse.

See how many parts of the horse you can identify.



Grooming a Horse

Here are some things you may use to groom a horse. Circle the ones we used today

clean rags, towels, or stable mibber

curry wich hase 2
attachmene < &35 g
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dandy brush
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hoot pick

Watch as the instructor demonstrates the correct way to groom a horse, then you will get a chance to try!

What is the first tool you use when grooming your horse?

What two brushes do you use next? 1. 2.

What is the last tool you generally use before tacking up?
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America’s Wild Horses

Over 100 years ago there were an

estimated 2 million mustangs roaming

the range.

Only approximately 25,000 mustangs

roam the United States today.

Horses became domesticated about 4,000
to 5,000 years ago in the region of the Black Sea. Once man tamed the

horse, horses performed many duties.

Horses are herd animals. They live in groups

and help one another survive.

The word mustang comes from the Spanish
word mustengo, which means “ownerless
beast.” The American mustangs originally
came from the Spanish stock of horses
brought to America in the beginning of the

16th century.

Wild horses in North America live on islands off the Atlantic coast, as well

as on the mainland. Small populations of horses live on Sable Island

(Canada), Assateague Island (coast of Maryland and Virginia), Shackleford
Island (off the coast of North Carolina) and Cumberland Islands (off the

coast of Georgia). As well as the following western states including

Nevada, Wyoming, Utah, Oregon, California, Colorado, Idaho, Arizona,

Montana, North Dakota and New Mexico.

"In 1971, Congress introduced and passed The Wild Free -

Roaming Horses and Burros Act (WFRHBA). Pr
M. Nixon signed the new Act into law (Public Law 92

December 15, 1971. The Wild Free

esident Richard

-Roaming Horses and Burros

Act required the protection, management and control of wild

free -roaming horses and burros.

However, they are being

rounded up and sent to holding

facilities. Many people are concerned and fighting for the

freedom of our wild horses and burros to remain free

as they should.

Write a letter to the President of the United States telling him

you want our wild horses and burros to remain free!!

-195) on

-roaming

Help Save Our Wild
Mustangs!

Every day, more and more of
our beautiful wild American
Mustangs are disappearing
from our public lands.

Currently over 33,000

Mustangs, including babies,
areina dza G F y3 & LINK
waiting for their sentencing.

Please visit our Mustang
learning station, meet Star and
voice your opinion to our
President! Let him know that
you want our Mustangs to
remain proud and running free
as they are supposed to be
doing. Write a letter and Kids

| 2NEAY Q ! NRdzy R
and send it to the President on
your behalf. Every voice
counts! Make you voice count
for our Mustangs today before
they are all gone!!

For more information on

' YSNROIyQa f1 &
and their fight for freedom,

check out these websites:
OYARasX 3ISG e&2dz
permission; parents ¢ some

sites may depict graphic horse
mistreatment.)

www.americanherds.com

http://www.wildhorseconserv
ation.blogspot.com/

http://www.thecloudfoundatio

n.orqg/

http://www.wildhorsepreserva

tion.orqg/

http://thecloudfoundation.wor

dpress.com/
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Our Horses

Jack — OTTB Thoroughbred, 4 year old bay gelding

Connor — OTTB Thoroughbred, 30 year old grey gelding

Sioux — Paint, 23 year old gelding

Max — American Saddlebred pinto, 21 year old gelding

Star — American Mustang, 30 year old bay mare

Tommy Boy —OTTB Thoroughbred, 16 year old grey gelding

Tango — Morgan/Haflinger grade mix, 12 year old chestnut gelding
Flash — Welsh Pony, 6 year old bay gelding

Zim — Welsh Pony, 6 year old chestnut gelding

Sugar — Miniature Horse, 15 year old silver dappled mare

Emmy — Miniature Horse, 18 year old pinto mare

! OTTB = Off Track ThoroughBred — a term given to horses who have raced . You can identify them by the tattoo they all must have

on their upper lip.
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